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Opening speech 

Tomoko Majima, Ph.D. 

Chiba University 
Chiba University Graduate School of Nursing has been promoting interprofessional education (IPE) for many 
years. Our university has built a system where various professionals, such as medicine, nursing, and pharmacy, 
can learn interprofessional education while working together. We have also actively developed educational 
programs that emphasize collaboration with local communities both in Japan and abroad, allowing students to 
grow while learning in practical settings. Such efforts are also strongly linked to the development of "service 
learning" today. 

 
This forum aims to shape the future of collaboration by inviting interprofessional leaders from six countries 
around the world and fusing international knowledge. Through this international dialogue, we hope to improve 
our ability to respond to various health-related social issues, share global standards for interprofessional 
education, and adapt them to the actual conditions of each region, leading to the development of more effective 
education and practice. We also hope that this forum will lead to the creation of new networks that will lead to 
future joint research and international projects. 

 
We hope that today's discussion will be a meaningful learning experience for you and a place for new 
exchanges. We hope that you will gain a lot of knowledge through lively discussions. Thank you for your 
cooperation today. 
 
 
 

Organizer's Proposal

Ikuko Sakai, Ph.D.  

Chiba university 

This forum aims to explore a more practical and socially contributing form of learning by combining IPE 
(Interprofessional Education) and service learning, and to draw the future of collaboration. The importance of 
IPE is increasing day by day. At the same time, the concept of service learning, which connects learning to 
real-world issues, is attracting attention as a method to foster deep understanding and empathy through 
practice, not just the acquisition of knowledge. 

This forum has invited experts from Japan and abroad to deepen discussions on the possibilities brought about 
by the fusion of IPE and service learning from diverse perspectives. In addition, through the introduction of 
actual case studies, we will share the effects and challenges of the fusion and explore the future of education 
and practice. 

The landing point we aim for is to clarify a concrete path for how IPE and service learning can complement 
each other, improve the quality of learning, and realize a better future of collaboration. We hope that each 
session will provide participants with new perspectives and practical hints, as well as a place to find 
possibilities for future collaboration and joint research. We sincerely hope for your active participation and 
fruitful discussions. 
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Session 1  Report from participating countries 

1. Japan (Chiba University) 
Jiaru Sun, Ph.D, Lecturer Jiaru Sun, Ph.D., Lecturer, Interprofessional Education Research Center, Graduate School of 
Nursing,               
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2. South Africa (University of the Free State) 
Elizabeth Cornelia Janse van Vuurenr, PhD         

Ronelle Jansen, Senior lecturer of UFS, School of Nursing        
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3.Qatar (Qatar University) 
Alal El-Awaisi, PhD Professor Health and Medical Science, Qatar university 

 Sawsan Ibrahim Almukdad, Professor Health and Medical Science, Qatar university 

 



20 
 

 

 



21 
 

 

 



22 
 

 

 



23 
 

 

 



24 
 

 

 



25 
 

 

 



26 
 

 

 



27 
 

 

 



28 
 

 

 



29 
 

4.Indonesia (Gadjah Mada University) 
Uki Noviana, PhD, Secretary of the Master of Nursing Study Program 

Sri Mulyani, PhD, Executive Manager of the Interprofessional Program of Education 

  



30 
 

 



31 
 

 
  



32 
 

 
  



33 
 

 
  



34 
 

 
  



35 
 

 
  



36 
 

 
  



37 
 

5. Vietnam (Hanoi Medical University) 

Nguyen Thi Lan Anh, PhD, Dean of Nursing and Midwifery faculty 

Truong Quang Trung, Vice Dean, senior lecturer in the subject of Fundamentals of Nursing 
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6 .UK (University of Leicester) 
Maria Keerig, PhD, Senior GP Clinical Educator 

Samuel Adcock, PhD, Senior Academic GP/Associate Professor 
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Session 2   Connecting Interprofessional Education (IPE) and Society 

"Integrating IPE and service learning: implementation methods and evaluation"  

1. Designated Speech 

A) Symbiosis Community Outreach Program and Extension 
Lelith Daniel, Assitant Professor 

Symbiosis International (Deemed) University, India 
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B)  GRIP PROJECT impact on Japanese and Indian Students 

Kshipra Potdar, Representative of  SGS Edunet, India 
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Summary of Remarks during Q&A and Discussion 

(Associate Professor Toshinori Shimoi, Interprofessional Education Research Center, Graduate School of Nursing, 
Chiba University) 

There were many valuable lessons learned during this forum. For example, 

A common aspect between service learning and IPE (Interprofessional Education) is intercultural understanding. 
In IPE, understanding between professions is essential, and in service learning, understanding is necessary when 
engaging with the community. In countries like South Africa, where 11 languages exist, understanding different 
cultures is a prerequisite. 

A significant difference between IPE in the classroom and service learning is the element of chance in service 
learning. Learners are required to respond flexibly to spontaneous events. Therefore, as seen in universities like 
Gadjah Mada and Leicester, it is effective to first build a solid foundation in IPE in the classroom before 
engaging in service learning. 

 

(Assistant Professor Lelith Daniel, Symbiosis International University, India) 

At Symbiosis International University, students gain various learnings through field activities in service learning. 
For example, they participated in rice planting in rural areas. None of the students had previous experience with 
rice planting, and working with the local rural people allowed them to learn a great deal. 

What is important in service learning and IPE is the opportunity to interact with people who are different from 
oneself through field experiences. This helps students learn the importance of empathy, consideration for others, 
and respect. 

 

(Professor Maria Keeling, Professor Samuel Adcock University of Leicester, UK) 

Implementing interprofessional education (IPE) programs across different departments presents logistical 
challenges, such as scheduling, but the educational impact is significant. 

It is crucial to make full use of the positive feedback from participating students to highlight the educational 
effects of IPE and service learning. 

From a GP perspective, IPE is highly effective. 

Leicester University pioneered IPE 25 years ago, and it has since developed significantly. 

It is important to start small, even with minor steps. 

 

(Professor Uki Noviana, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia) 

I would like to consider participating in GRIP. 

The area where our university is located, Sleman, is safe, and international trainees can study here safely. 

I believe we can respond to short-term training programs immediately. 
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(Professor Nguyen Thi Lan Anh, Hanoi Medical University, Vietnam) 

Our university is in the preparation stage for IPE, but I believe it is an excellent educational method. How can we 
introduce IPE here? 

(In response to this question: Professor Ikuko Sakai, Chiba University) 

I think it is good to first introduce successful examples from abroad. In the case of Chiba University, there were 
significant cultural differences even within our own healthcare-related faculties (pharmacy, medicine, nursing), 
making the implementation of a unified program like IPE difficult. However, we invited Professor Anderson 
from Leicester University to explain the successful IPE initiatives there, and we succeeded in helping 
stakeholders understand its importance and effectiveness, which allowed us to begin our own IPE initiatives. 

It is essential to start by understanding each other, and although it takes time to get things off the ground, Chiba 
University, which was initially told it would take 20 years, managed to get on track within 10 years after starting. 

 

(Dr. Alla El-Awaisi, Qatar University) 

I was very interested to learn about how GRIP is conducted and now have a good understanding of it. I believe 
there is a lot for students to learn through international exchange and IPE, and I hope to proceed with this in 
relation to IPE as well. 

 

(Professor C.Y. Van Hulen,  University of Free State, South Africa) 

I feel it is important to gather feedback from students to understand what is happening in the field and to learn 
what students participating in IPE are gaining. 

To advance IPE, it is necessary to gain leadership and policy support from the government. Therefore, we need 
to strengthen efforts to influence the government using field-based information and conditions. 

 

(Professor Truong Quang Trungh, Hanoi Medical University, Vietnam) 

GRIP is wonderful. 

Our university is still in the preparation stage for IPE, but we would like to participate in such programs. 

I believe the educational impact of multilateral student exchanges with IPE as a theme is extremely significant. 

Although there are language barriers, there are now many apps available, so I believe we can overcome this 
challenge. 
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Summary and Closing Speech 

Ikuko Sakai, Ph.D.  

Director, Professor 

Inter Professional Education Research Center Graduate School of Nursing, Chiba university 

 

It has become clear that the social implementation of IPE (interprofessional education) is progressing steadily 
despite various challenges and barriers. And, as a future prospect, it has been confirmed that community-based 
IPE for promoting Universal Health Coverage (UHC) will become increasingly important. 

In addition, incorporating local fieldwork into IPE provides a valuable opportunity for students to feel a 
connection with the real world. Through such practical learning, students' motivation to learn increases and they 
can gain a deeper understanding of the need for interprofessional collaboration. Furthermore, it has been 
confirmed that engaging in service learning for upper grades and graduate students is extremely meaningful not 
only as an experience to utilize specialized knowledge in the field, but also as an opportunity to develop 
leadership and management skills. 

In the future, it will be necessary to establish common evaluation criteria in order to develop IPE incorporating 
service learning internationally. This will enable us to verify effectiveness from an academic perspective and 
build a more practical and sustainable IPE framework. 

We sincerely hope that the knowledge and exchange of opinions gained through this forum will lead to further 
development of IPE in the future. We would like to once again express our gratitude to all those who participated, 
and to the speakers from South Africa, Qatar, Indonesia, Vietnam, the UK, India and Chiba University who gave 
their valuable presentations. Thank you very much. 
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The result of Post Forum Questionnaire 
 

Basic Information  / 基本情報 
1. Number of respondents: 20 

2. Occupations of respondents 

Nurse / 看護師 8 
Educator / 教育関係者 4 
Physical Therapist / 理学療法士 2 
Physician / 医師 2 
Pharmacist / 薬剤師 1 
Student / 学生 1 
Other / その他 2 
Total /合計 20 

3. Have you had an experience of IPE?  / 専門職連携教育 IPE の経験はありますか? 

 

4. Have you had an experiene of Service Learning ? / サービスラーニングの経験はありますか？ 
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What did you realize in the forum？ /このフォーラムでどのような学びがありまし

たでしょうか？ 

5. . What impressed you most about the status of IPE implementation in each participating country and 
the challenges they face?/参加各国のＩＰＥ実装状況と直面する課題について特に印象に残っ

たものは、何でしょうか？ 

他職種との連携のため、他学部のカリキュラムや授業日程との調整が必要な点が共通していたこと。 
Using their student to support their community  
時間がかかるが，先のステージを進んでいるところから学べることが多くあること． 
学生の文化的背景の多様性への配慮、これから実装する場合に困難となる社会的なヒエラルキーの背

景 
教員の FD がどの国でも課題であるということ 
IPE を体験した学生が主体的に IPE に協力する体制を構築している点（カタールの例） 
Huge impressions and lessons that have been achieved and will be referenced to apply to my 
home University (HMU) 
It was great to see the social responsibility aspect of IPE projects and to see how versatile the 
activities were in different countries. It was important to see that all countries faced some similar 
problems in IPE implementation.  
The huge similarities  
Challenges are very similar; I got a lot of new ideas from other countries 
All presentations were very impressive, I'm interested in the Chiba University IPE Program in 
service learning,  as well as the Qatar Program on Passport program. The UK is also similar to 
ours, so I think we might also be facing the same challenges 
Qatar, the UK, and Indonesia are active in IPE. India still has to catch up in IPE. Though there are 
challenges in each country, each university is trying to overcome social and other challenges and 
is trying to execute IPE. 
元々の教育資源の有無が重要と感じた。 
The practice placement in the UK. Scheduling IPE activities. 
To be a lack of teachers who have been trained in IPE education.  
I got an overview of various variations of IPE implementation in other countries, starting from 
programs that only last a few weeks, to programs that require quite a long time. IPE participants 
are also diverse, some within health workers, but some involve other professions outside of health 
workers. In some countries, IPE is compulsory, and in other countries, the program is an elective 
program.  Even though the implementation varies in each country, we have the same principle of 
IPE; therefore, the international program of IPE is an excellent idea.  
I loved the structured manner in which the program is implemented at the University of Leicester, 
and the diverse evaluation methods adopted by Freestate University 
IIPE implementation was established a long time ago. Similar challenges, and also some new 
initiatives we can learn from. New ideas to think about.. 
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6. What did you learn from this forum in terms of integrating service learning and IPE? 

サービスラーニングとＩＰＥの融合という観点で、このフォーラムからどのような学びが

ありましたでしょうか。 

他国の取り組みや報告を受けることで、自国の位置付けと課題を確認できた。 
It can make the community safe 
IPE を実践する方法の１つがサービスラーニングなので，融合することによって双方の目的を達成するた

めの両輪になると学びました． 
IPE は地域で働く専門職を育成する上ではかなり重要で、地域のことを知るためにはサービスラーニング

は有効だと思うので、効率的かつ効果的な学びを得ることができるものだと改めて感じました。 
持続可能なサービス向上に実際に貢献できていること、学生コミッティが運営しているカタールがすごい 
２つの概念の共通点と相違点を改めて認識しました 
Apply the theory and practice to a real situation that is supported by lecturers, the community and 
others. The learners achieve and are prepared with their educated knowledge, and the situation is 
not fixed. It is real and variety of colors and responses  
I think it was inspiring to see how IPE integrated service learning in a way that reflected the needs in 
the community.  
Think flexibly around implementation   
Opportunities do exist for integration 
Integrating service learning and IPE is a complex yet challenging process, but worth the pain. 
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Suggestions for Future GRIP / 今後の GRIP への期待（提案）をお聞かせください。 

 

学生が他国との交流をもてる機会が増えることを期待しています。 
If possible, please let me know more in the fact how IP works effectively and its efficacy.   
継続と発展です． 
各国に展開されて、千葉大がそのコーディネーターになっていくことが素晴らしいと思いました。日本における全

世代型地域包括ケアシステムに携わる専門職の育成という視点で、例えば千葉県内などの他大の福祉職や心

理職、学内でも起業や団体立ち上げ（アントレプレナーシップ）教育なども含めた広い学びの機会があると、さら

に拡がりを見せるのではないかと思いました。 
大変だと思いますが学生が多様な学びができるこのプログラムを続けていってほしいです。 
今回、来日した国に拡大していけそうならばぜひ！ 
Mix team of students from different backgrounds; seminar and workshop; funding opportunities; 
networking and demonstration success models; and analysis of a model of approach that is not well-
defined 
The forum was very well organized and allowed time for networking and discussion, which is essential for 
building links between educators in different countries. Perhaps the introduction of a workshop into the 
program would also allow focused interaction.   
Also, do virtual exchanges 
Future GRIP program can send their students and teachers to see the implementation of IPE in the 
community 
If more students from various fields can participate in Grip, they will get different perspectives on each 
country.  
聴講の機会を頂きありがとうございました。また情報発信をお願いします。 
Any education in the medical field is for the purpose of serving the staff of the medical system, and I think 
that when talking about education, it should be combined with clinical practice and involve more clinical 
front-line practitioners 
Continue the networking and collaboration. We can have a collaboration project on education, research, 
or learning services.  
Student and staff exchange, research collaboration and site visits. 
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