Incredible creation has gained

International att

be showcased at

EOIN MAC RAGHNAILL

What began as a creative chal-
lenge among a group of knit
ters at Camew Community Care
has officially put Wicklow on the
world stage. after the team’s enor-
mous wool map of Ireland was
confirmed by Guinness Waorld
Records as the largest knitted dio-
rama ever created. The achieve-
ment has drawn recogrmon from
bome and abroad — mcluding a
visit from Tanaiste Simon Har
ns and delegations from Japan
and Canada

Measuring nearly 16 square
metres and capturing landmarks.
mountamns and coastlines from
EVEry province in intricate wool
detail, the colossal map was cre-
ated entirely by members of Car
new’s Creative Crafters group.

Taking vears of patient work.
thread by thread. 1o make the am-
bihous concept a reality, the close-
knit team behind the project met
weekly at the dav centre, where
the idea first ook hold in 2019.

When they began work on the
map, the ladies had no intention
of chasing records, describing the
project as simply a labour of love
that kept growing and growing.

“We didn't set out to break a
record at all - it was just the chal-
lenge of doing it” group member
Liz Butler said.

“When we got the national
and international media atten-
ton after we officially unveiled
the map in July 2024, and it went
kind of viral, Guinness obviously
picked upon it

“Theyreachedouttousasa
group and said that they'd defi-
nitely be interested in featuring it
if we could prove it was a record”

The request from Guinness
set off another round of work for

the ladies to prove the merits of
therrdaim. taking measurements.
arranging witnesses and docu-
menting the process.
“We had to make the claim,
which gave the background and
the dimensions of the map, cat-

egonsed under ‘langest knitted

ention and is to
Dublin’s ‘Gifted’

d‘% L1z saud.

e also had to prove what we
were daiming forwhich we need-
ed two independent wilnesses,
someone with a qualificanon to
calculate it accurately, whach my
husband. who is an engineer, did,
and we had to videotape it

“We sent all that in. and within
24 hours, we had an email back
Saying congratulanons, vou're
the new offical holders of a world
record. We have the official cer
uficate and have it framed in the

centre”

- When the confirmation ar-
rived. the group's sense of pride
was immediate — and well jus-
ufied.

“Once we started the verifica
ton process, I'd sav we were all
quite confident that it could be a
record, because we were think-
ing, there can't be anything out
there bigger than this.” she said.
"And when they wrote back to
us, they said that the previous
record held was six square me-
tres, and ours is just shy of 16 -
so we blasted it™

News of the achievement has
continued to spread. The map,
sands of social-media views when
it first went viral last year, has
since drawn further attention for
its sheer scale and detail, with vis-
itors travelling from around the
country to see it on display at the
Camew centre, where it remains
open to the public each weekday
from 10am to 4pm.

The group’s ongoing search for
a permanent home for the map
recently had a welcome boost,
with plans now in place to show-

case it at the ‘Gifted’ fair in the
RDS in December.

“Design & Crafts Council Ire-
land is taking it on board for us,
and they’re going to come up on
December 1 to get the map, and
they're going to display it in the
‘Gifted’ craft and design fair, start-
mg December 37 Liz said. “They're
going to be promoting it first and
trying to find a permanent home
aswell “Tt was hard work, and it
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Tanaiste Simon Harris vls&s the record breaking wool map of

Ireland at Carnew Community Care. Photo: Sabrina Ffrench

wasn't easy. It's nice to have that
vahidated”

Vahdation of the group’s work
and that of Carnew Community
Care extends far beyond Guin-
ness’ recognition, with the Ta-
naiste among a series of govern-
mental visitors to the Carnew
centre in recent weeks,

Attending the official opening
of the centre’s newly refurbished
kitchen and taking time to view
the record-holding map, the Ta-
naiste met long-serving members
of the Carnew Community Care
team, residents and volunteers,
and saw first-hand the range ol
activities supported at the facili-
ty — from Meals on Wheels and
exercise classes to the popular
Creative Crafters sessions that
produced the map.

The Tanaiste toured the cen:
tre’s upgraded kitchen, which
received funding from the HSE
National Lottery Grants and the
Meals on Wheels Community
Refurbishment Grant 2024, and
joined residents for tea and re-
freshments. Demonstrations from
the exercise and pole-walking
groups, led by physiotherapists
Maire Doran and Vanda Dowse,

showcased the day centre’s fo

cus on wellbeing and inclusion.
The milestone occasion was

an important moment for every-

one involved.

“The event highlighted CCC's
commitment to promoting ac-
tive ageing in place, fostering
community spirit, and driving
innovation in care and support
for older adults,” said entre man-
ager Anne Kavanagh. “The Ta-
naiste’s visit celebrated both the
achievements of the centre and
its ongoing mission to improve
the lives of all service users and
residents”

For Liz Butler and her fellow
crafters, the TAnaiste’s visit was
another sign that their creation
(and the centre) had truly reached
beyond what theyimagined when
the project began. .

“There were probably eight to
ten of us there for his visit, and
it was a great acknowledgement
for the centre,” she said. “It was
great to have the Tanaiste se€
the map, and we all got abitof a
buzz out of it.”

International guests have also
shared in that buzz.

In late October, the centre host-

jversity In

ingi
Tanaiste Simon Harris join
Carnew Community Care. Phot

ed a delegation of Japanese at
ademics and community-care
specialists as part of an Ireland-
Japan knowledge exchange on
intcrgencmtional .and creat‘we
approaches to ageing in place.
The visitors, representing the
Wa-wa-wa-no-kai commumnity inr
riative and Chiba University, trav-
elled to Carnew following a sciir
inarat University College Dub!m
alongside researchers from UCD,
Maynooth and Trinity. Their day
in Carnew included tours, home
visits, nurse-led knowlngc ex-
change and participation in Maire
Doran's exercise class.
The Japanese guests also )OU}LKJ
the Creative Crafters and scvlvmg
rroups for a hands-on social s€s-
gnon. {)Vhere the Irish hosts shared
stories of the map’s creation z.md
the visitors demonstrated origa-
mi techniques, presentng paper
cranes as a gesture of friendship.
Part of a growing dialogue be-
tween Irish and Japanese com-
munity-care groups, recognising
the shared challenges of support-
ing older populations in mral
areas. the visit concluded with
an Irish-music seisitn by stu-
dents from Colaiste Bhride —

n the exercise at
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an exchange described as the be-
ginning of anew partnership in
shared learning.

Carnew Community Care hon-
orary secretary Pat Brennan said:
“We were delighted to be the hosts
of the event - the cultural and
knowledge exchange was an in-
valuable shared learning expe-
rience for all involved.”

That spirit of connection was
apparent at a visit from Cana-

dian Ambassador Denis King,
who toured the centre recently
alongside TD Malcolm Byrne,
spending time with residents
and volunteers before viewing
the awe-inspiring map.

Deeply impressed by its scale
and craftsmanship, Mr King said
it “had to be seen to be fully ap-
preciated.”

He congratulated Mary Blake
and the Creative Crafters on their
achievement and remarked that
places like Carnew Community
Care show how creativity and in-
clusion builds stronger commu.
nities — a sentiment shared by all
who have seen what the talented
group of knitters has achieved,
one stitch, one thread, and one

county at a time.




